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r rom the rine 
THE PRISONER'S SONG. 
BY REV. FE. W. LOCEE. 
’Tis Sabbath morn, and tolls the bel) 
Its invitations free :— 
But why come they to my lone cell ’ 
They cannot be for me ! 
These iron bars, these walls of stone. 
To move them who shall dare ? 
So 1 must sing my song alone, 
Alone must breathe my prayer! 


From hill and dale behold the throngs. 

That seek the house of prayer! 
‘ O, what care they for me, whose wrongs 

Have plunged me in despair ? 

No one looks in with pitying eye, 
No friendly face [ see; 

And heedlessly all pass me by— 
There s no one cares for me ' 


See, yonder goes a happy boy, 
His mother 's by his side ; 

Her step is light, her eye beams joy, 
Her bosom swells with pride ! 

QO, could [ see my own sweet child, 
And take him on my knee, 

And hear once more his prattle wild, 
I'd fancy I was free ! 


I know my Mary loves me yet, 
Perhaps she'll come to-day ; 

A heart like hers can ne’er forget, 
Though e’er so far away ? 

She’ll bring a kiss for m_ pale cheeks, 
And words my heart to cheer,— 
Such words as none but Mary speaks, 

And angels love to hear! 


My child will bring the prettiest flowers, 
To deck his father's cell, 

And how to spend the gloomy hours, 
The little prattler ’ tell : 

But, hush ! tis all an idle dream, 
They'll not be here to-day ; 

Though neat my cell they ever seem. 
They're very far away ! 





From the Chronotype. 
A PRISONER’S LAST SONNET. 
Dear Prison House, adieu! Thy cheerful walls 
These many days have hemmed me in, 
And from a fall, and faith a fragrant bin, 
Thy host has sought to appease my hungry calls. 
What though the savory morn and evening flash, 
And anti-nerve-disturbing beverage, 
(Which in this new, reformed, and clever age 
Are served to prisoners in an ample dish, ) 
What though these dainties have been left untasted, 
And I have fed from out my private trough, 
Bidding the turnkey take his fodder off? 
Surely the precious meals were never wasted! 
And spite my seeming slight, I’m just as grateful 
As if I’d swallow’d every pan and plateful! 
Salem Jail, May, 1846. HENRY CLAPP, Jr. 
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SELECTIONS. 


From 7s Christian World. 


SOCIETY IN AID OF Dis- 
CHARGED CONVICTS, 

About one hundred convicts are annually dis- 
charged from our State Prison. 
of these at once leave the city and reach their 
friends. The remainder stay here. ‘Their hith- | 
erto vagrant lives have afforded them no fix- | 
ed residence. They have been long confined, 
and their families are scattered. Some are deep- | 
ly, impressed with their condition, and shrink | 
from such portions of their old acquaintance as | 
they now wish most to see. ‘The litthé money giv- 
en them on their discharge is very soon spent, and | 
this before employment is obtained, and they now | 
' stand in utter desolation and destitution among | 
men. They have applied for work, and because 
| in the first moment of their own free life they have | 
| honestly told where they worked last, they have | 

‘been rudely repulsed, yes, driven with: threats 
Some have been so much enfee-! 











BOSTON 





‘| from the door. 

‘bled in mental energy by long imprisonment, that | 
they have absolutely been unable to sustain inde- | 
| pendent existence, and have gone back to the pris- 


| ° 
_on for shelter, and for a home. An instance has 
come within my knowledge, of this kind. The | 


Warden most kindly ministered to present want, 
and then went with the man to the Poor-house, 
and there secured for him a home while he lived. 
Such are some of the circumstances which have 


not before been felt to have, and meetings within | 


dition of the discharged conviet, and to learn what 
that condition demanded. 

These meetings have been held because < 
‘instances of the severe trials to which these men 
are subjected, upon being discharged from prison, 
had come to the knowledge of many men. Men | 
themselves called for aid on persons in whom they 
had confidence, and who had been specially re- 
commended to them because of their declared in-| 
terest in their condition. They attended the, 
meetings and gave accounts of their severe suffer- | 
ings since leaving prison. ‘They spoke of their 
long cherished purpose of a better life, and the | 
hope of which had been kindled in their desolate 
bosoms by the judicious discipline of kindness and | 
of labor to which they had been subjected. or 
which they had been engaged in, in the long years 
of their prison life. Facts were thus accumulated. 
Contractors of the State Prison came to the meet- 
These were men who for years had em- 





ings. 
ployed convicts in some trade, in some mechanical 
art, and who by daily intercourse with them knew 
what would be, and what were their wants on 
leaving prison. 
habit of calling on the contractors, with whom they 
had been long acquainted. 
had, they got employment from them. 
‘most of course was rare, since the contractor 
might keep his number of employed good, by new 


ed upon to assist these men in other ways. They 
often wanted food, shelter, clothes, and these were 
furnished to them. Such was often, nay, gene- 
rally, the difficulty in getting places for these men 
to lodge in, that t':\eir employer sometimes receiv- 
ed them into his own house till arrangements could 
be made for their subsistence. 

After these meetings had been held several eve- 
nings, it was thought that a society might be form- 





About one half!, 


recently given this subject an interest which it has | 


a few weeks have been held to consider the éon- | 


actual | 


The discharged men were in the | 


When it was to be | 
This al-| 


contracts at the prison. Then again they were call- 


jed: and so the work divided among many, which 
had been done, and imperfectly done, by a few. 
| There was expense connected with the individual 
|action which was often inconvenient. Sometimes 
/means were absolutely wanting, where the interest 
‘in applicants was great, and this growing out of 
| actual knowledge of the whole state of those who 

applied for aid. A society was thought desirable, 
Watdlade the demand for one grew out of facts 
| which were well known and cheerfully communi- 
cated, A meeting was called to form a society, 
| whose sole object it should be to befriend the dis- 
| charged convict. 
distinct from all other organizations, 
had distinct objects, and because 


very important to save it from such prejudice asa 


It was determined to keep it 
because it 
it was deemed 
| 
| union with any other movement might attach to 

it. ‘lhe meeting was held. A very free and full 
,communication was made by men well acquainted 
| with the subject of all such matters as had a true 
'bearing on it. Numerous facts from those who 
| had been ‘parties to them in various relations were 
fully narrated. Rev. Louis Dwight, the justly dis- 
tinguished Secretary of the Prison Discipline So- 
| ciety, gave histories of discharged convicts, who 
had come directly under his own observation and 
| guidance, which shed the strongest and clearest 
light on the subject, and showed what was Chris- 
/tian duty concerning it. It was voted to form and 
to organize a ‘ Society in aid of Discharged Con- 
_victs.? A constitution was reported, and adopted, 
| ‘officers chosen, and at a subsequent meeting by- 
_laws were proposed. Let us for a moment con- 
sider what is the condition of the convict when 
just discharged from prison. In order to show this 
still more satisfactorily, let us visit him in prison, 
and learn what is his precise condition there. 
The convict is a ward of the Commonwealth. It 
shelters him. It feeds and clothes him. 

plies him with work daily. It furnishes him the 
/means of moral and religious culture. He works 
| with other men. He eats and sleepsalone. ‘The 
| State gives him books, and gives him light in his 
| cell that he may read them. It demands of him 
_stlence, except when an officer addresses him, or 


It sup- 


| he wants assistance in his work, or is sick and 
| needs medical aid. He then addresses an officer. 

| The State demands of the convict, labor so many 
| hours in each working day. It does not allow him 
| the means of any knowledge of what is going on 
|in the world out of the prison, nor does it allow 
any visiter or teacher to communicate such knowl- 
| edge. It deprives him of liberty, as far as the 
privation can possibly reach. In unbroken silence, 
forced labor, and entire exclusion from society, 
and all its interests, is the convict’s punishment as 
prescribed by the State. For violation of prison 


has behaved well, and has beendischarged. Has 
he not however paid the full penalty of his crime ? 
Has he not satisfied the law? Is he not discharg- 
ed because he has done so? Is he not legally re- 
garded as no longer a criminal? Has he not been 
discharged that he may be a man again ?—that he 
may perform the functions of a citizen, and as 
worthy of trust and confidence? If not, why dis- 
charge him? Why send him forth under the ban 
of the law,—a marked man,—a man unworthy 
the public regard, or confidence. - 

The convict in prison, and the convict dis- 
charged, thus presents a condition of the deepest 
interest. It is the interest which the position of 
the discharged man excites; and the interest which 
the welfare of the community always involves. 
The Society of which we have spoken, was estab- 
lished in order to continue to the discharged con- 
vict some portion of the moral care which the 
Commonwealth has so kindly bestowed on him 
while in prison ; and by saving him from the temp- 
tations by which he is surrounded, to minister di- 
rectly to the best safety of the community. Give 
to such a man generous confidence. Aid him till 
he ean get work, or you can find it for him. Re- 
store him to his friends. Watch over him as a 
brother. See that purposes of a good and hono- 
rable life are strengthened in him by a true sym- 
pathy. Do this, or these, and you make him a 
missionary of truth and of light to many a crim- 
inal and darkened soul. He will be a preacher, 
to whose word of experience an ear may be given, 
which might listen to no other preacher. 

Such are the purposes of the Society formed to 
aid the Discharged Convict. It has entered upon 
its work. It wants means. It has appealed to 
the community for them. It has pledged itself to 
a faithful discharge of its duties. 

The Society proposes to accomplish its objects, 

Ist. By providing, through its General Agent, 
Wm. W. Wilson, lodgings in private families, or 
in a separate building, as funds may allow, for 
such Discharged Convicts as may be unable to 
procure them for themselves. 

2d. By obtaining employment for such as can- 
not obtain it for themselves. 

8d. By aiding such persons by advice, &c, as 
circumstances may require. 

4th. The Society respectfully asks for means, 
by which to accomplish its objects, either by do- 
nations or annual subscriptions. 

WALTER CHANNING. 





Tue PrisonerR’s Frienp.—We have received two 
copies of this neat little paper, of which the Brothers 
Spear are editors and proprietors. We like its appear- 
ance, love its spirit, and approve of its object. Weshall 








authority, special punishments are provided. 


The facts in this statement are important in their 
connection with the condition of the discharged 
They make that condition. He comes 
into the world, his sentence having expired, a 
stranger to its whole position. He has been years 
shut out of it. He has not supported himself for a 
moment. He has been protected and provided 
|for, it may be foryears. Suddenly he is discharg- 
ed. The prison dress falls off from him at the 
prison gate, and he comes forth to live again in 
freedom among men. Is he by this act restored 
to his civil, his political rights, and privileges? 


convict. 





be pleased to exchange with it. We have some acquain- 
tance with the Brother who formerly resided at Hyannis. 
We wish him success in his paper, and in his efforts for 
the good of the discharged convict, and for the welfare of 
universal man.—Sandwich Observer. 








Pouzy Bovine or N. Y.—After several ineffectual! 
efforts to obtain a verdict upon the case of this woman, 
charged with murder, and an enormous expenditure to the 
State, she is finally acquitted. ‘This is another illustration 
of the inefficiency of Capital Punishment. Wherf will our 
rulers learn that a law the people will not enforce, is 
worse than no law. A few more such cases as those of 
Tirrell and Polly Bodine may open their eyes.—V. YF. 
paper. 











No. To exercise some of these, and important 





IMPRISONMENT FOR Dest.—The House of Dele- 





fones too, he must first be pardoned, and there are 
conditions of pardon. He has been sent to prison 


for a time proportioned exactly to his crime. He 


gates of the Maryland Legislature has passed a bill abol- 
ishing imprisonment for debt, except in case of evident 
fraud. 
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PRISONBRIS PRIBWDo 

() sHALe AOR POR THE ABOLITION OF THE PrRNALTY OF DEATH 
ONTIL | HOR THE PNPALLIBILATY OF HUMAN JUDGMENT DEMON- 
STRATED TO ME’Jafayette. 

BOSTON: 
WEPNESDAY, MAY 27, 1846. 
See - . = 
SAVE THE CRIMINAL! 

A Meeting to consider the Condition, Wants, and Pro- 
per treatinent of the Criminal, will be held at Wash- 
ingtehian Hall, 36 Washington-street, over the De- 
miocfatic Reading Room, NEXT FRIDAY, at 2 o’- 
clock, P.M., and also in the evening, at half past 7 
o'clock. 

Let all whose sympathics are enlisted in behalf of 
the Criminal, and who have been taught to fee! for oth- 
ers’ woes, give their attendance at the meeting, and lend 
their aid to emeliorate the condition of this unfortunate 
class among us, and to engender in seciety a feeling of 
commisseration toward them. 




















Letter from the Senior Editor. 
New-York, May 16, 1846. 


I arrived here on Monday, about 10 at night. 
I went immediately to my old quarters, the Gra- 
‘ham house, the head quarters of radicalism, On 
Tuesday, I attended the Anti-Slavery meeting at 
the Tabernacle, which was well filled. Heard 
Gartison and Burleigh, who spoke very ably on 
the subject of American slavery. On Wednesday 
evening, the National Society for the Abolition of 
Capital Punishment held a meeting, which was 
well attended. The Rev. Mr. Buckingham, of 
Trenton, N. J., son of the editor of the Boston 
Courier, made a very able speech. Next follow- 
ed Wm. Lloyd Garrison, who never spoke better. 
Then the Rev. John Pierpont. He was suc- 
ceeded by C. C. Burleigh, who made a long 
speech, but the lateness of the hour obliged me 
to leave. Several letters were read from distin- 
guished men on the subject of Capital Punish- 
ment. Among them was that of R. M. Johnson, 
Cassius M. Clay, Dr. Walter Channing, Rev. 
James F. Clarke, and many others, all of which 
will appear in the Prisoner’s Friend in due time. 

During my stay, I have visited the ‘Tombs, a 
horrible place for a prison, but it has much im- 
proved since I was here last year. I saw Babe, 
the pirate, who is to be executed in June next, 
if not reprieved. He has been reprieved seven 
times. This is the third year in succession that I 
have taken leave of this criminal. How many 
times more I am to see him I know not. I fear 
that President Polk will be so much absorbed in 
the war with Mexico, that he will forget the fate 
of the poor criminal. ‘The President has not the 
power of commutation. It is certainly a serious 
defect in our laws if he has not. 

I have had an opportunity of conversing with 
several distinguished Editors here; among them is 
Freeman Hunt, Editor of the Freeman’s Maga- 
zine, who is decidedly with us in our great moye- 
ment to abolish the gallows. Other names I have 
which I will give hereafter. I am told a large 
portion of the New-York Editors are with us. 1 
have obtained the opinion of one of the most dis- 
tinguished men living on capital punishment, and 
on our penitentiaries, but I will not name him at 
present. I am thiking whether to let his opinion 
be known. In my next I will decide, 

I am now writing in the Phrenological Rooms 
of Fowler. I have just asked him this question: 
‘ Are phrenologists generally in favor of the abo- 
lition of capital punishment?’ His reply is, ‘Yes.’ 
This is an important fact, for some of the most 
distinguished men of our time are among the 
strongest advocates of phrenology. But | will 
close for the present. C. 8S. 





Letters addressed to the National Society for 
the Abolition of Capital Punishment. 

This Society held its first anniversary in New 
York on Wednesday evening, the 18th inst., in 
the Apollo Saloon. In the absence of the Presi- 
dent of the Society, Hon. G. M. Datwas, the 
chair was taken by Vice Cuanceittor McCovun. 
Messrs, W. C. Bayanr and Horace Gresry 
were appointed Secretaries. A few letters were 
read, selected from a large number addressed to the 
Committee of Arrangements. This week we 
give tlree only. Next week we hope to have roor 
for more. 


From the Rev. Theodore Parker. 


West-Roxsuny, Mass., 2d May, 1846. 
Gentlemen ; 1 thank you for the invitation to be with 
you at your Convention of the foes of Capital Punish- 
ment. I cannot be with you: but my heart is with you 
and your enterprise now and always. I wonder that 





shrewd men have not long ago seen the folly of the pres- 
ent method taken to suppress crime: I wonder that good 
and religious men have not felt the awful a priort objec- 
tion which it seems to me all generoue men feel instinc- 
tively aguinst the shedding of blood. I lament the Bigo- 
try which perverts the Christian Religion to the infamous 
purpose of supporting the Gallows, and makes the men 
wh6 take the name 6f ©hristian Ministers so often the 
stanchest advocates of judicial riurder; and join with 
you most heartily in your efforts to remove that Bigotry. 
I think we have begun at the wrong end of the work to 
be done, and besides that, have taken hold of the wrong 
handle of the tools to be used. Criminals are oftener the 
victims of society than its foes—I mean men ill-born 
or ill-bred—often both; placed under circumstances 
which, with their organization, it was quite impossible 
for them to resist, they become criminals in spite of 
themselves. We know what is Sin—God only, who is 
the Sinner. It seems to me most of the mgn we hang or 
shut up in jails, are criminals by circumstance—not by 
will, I don’t believe the jail makes them any better. 
Society is all the time teaching men to steal ; the State 
teaches them to kill. These two—the Social and the 
Political influences—both in theory and in example, 
are the two most powerful educational forces which help 
form the character of the humbler class of men. We all 
know which way these forces tend. A third force is 
found in circumstances which gird the man directly 
and on all sides. What adequate help has the poor 
man against the bad tendency of all these three? The 
School, the Church, the Press,—alas, all these are noth- 
ing to him. It seems to me, a reform in the penal code 
of all Christian countries is wanted—a deep, radical re- 
form ; and it will come in company with many other re- 
forms. If you destroy the Gallows you carry one of the 
strong outposts of the devil, and encourage many fearful 
men to hope much for the future. 
With my warmest wishes for your success, 
I remain, respectfully, your obd’t servant, 


THEO. PARKER. 





From Rev. Heary Bacon. 
PROVIDENCE, May Lith, 1846. 
To Freeman Hunt, Esq. and Associates : 


GENTLEMEN:— 

I acknowledge with thanks, the invitation extended to 
me, in your letter of April 27th, to attend the Anniversary 
Meeting of the New York State and National Societies, 
for the Abolition of Capital Punishment. I had hoped to 
be able to so arrange my engagements as to be present at 
what [ trust will be meetings of true hearts and ardent 
minds, for the furtherance of a righteous and essential re- 
form. 1am debarred from the privilege, but would ex- 
press my deep interest in the object of the meetings. It 
is difficult to keep the public mind thoughtful, in a com- 
prehensive sense, for any length of time upon so impor- 
tant and grave a subject, and the duty of every lover of 
human progress is to do what he can to keep the subject 
not only before the people, but in them. All truths, 
even generally admitted facts within their teaching, lie 
too much outside the minds of the people, and, unlike 
Coleridge, they cannot say, ‘My eyes make pictures 
when they’re shut.”. They see only the outward. I re- 
joice to sympathize with you in a reform which purposes 
to Christianize Law and redeem fociety from the evils of 
a relic of barbarism. It is to prefer Christ to Barabbas, 
and to free the people from the absurdity that it is expe- 
dient that one die to save the nation from perishing. 

My spirit was mightily strengthened by the circum- 
stances attendant upon a visit to our State Prison. I 
stood and gazed at the ‘corner’ in which the last execu- 
tion (that of Gordon) took place. It was the most re- 
lieved from observation of any spot, and a high fence and 
a temporary roof sheltered the victim from the gaze of 
the multitude. And these things were ‘ done ina corner,’ 
which I sincerely believe had no sympathy with the deeds 
of Christ performed in open day. In conversation with 
the intelligent and courteous Warden, Dr. Cleveland, I 
found him willing to yield the idea that Capital Punish- 
ment was necessary save’as the dernier resort to check 
Prison insurrection. In the course of this conversation, a 
reference was made to the injustice which men oftea ex- 
ercised towards their fellow creatures in the judgment of 
guilt, and the Warden remarked that too frequently the 
idea of a murderer was coupled with a complete aband- 
onment to evil. He added, that should a sudden conspi- 
racy break out to the endangering of his life among the 
prisoners, he would call first and with the greatest assu- 
rance of success, upon the three men who are imprisoned 
for life for the crime of murder! This gives us new en- 
coutagement to nourish hopefulness for man and to labor 
for such results as shall accord with a wise and benevolent 
policy. When the convicted criminal is placed in prison, 
let it be such a prison as will enable us to fulfil the com- 
mand of the Savior to ‘ visit’ him with Christian love. We 
cannot do so if we make that prison the grave. 

Go on, Friends of humanity! Give good heed to the 
signs of advancing success, ‘as to a light that shineth in 
a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise 
in your hearts.’ 

Yours, with great regard, and in sympathy in all labor 
for Humanity, Truth and Love, 

HENRY BACON. 





From the Hon. Richard M. Johnson. 


WasnincTon, 5th May, 1846. 

Fellow Citizens—Your invitation to me to attend the 
anniversary meetings of the National and of the New 
York State Societies for the Abolition of Capital Punish- 
ment, is duly received. My engagements will render it 
impracticable for me to attend. Under circumstances 
which would admit of my atténdance, it would give me 
great pleasure to meet you and the many humane citizens 
who will be in your city on that noble occasion. My 
heart is with you. It has long been a subject of deep re- 
gret to me to see on the statute books of our country the 
legal sanction for destroying human life, in any case, 
when the safety of society does not absolutely require 
it. 

The object of human laws is not to meet out strict jus- 
tice without mercy. Should our Creator so deal with us, 
who could live upon his earth? The object is to guard so- 
ciety from injury by preventing crime, leaving every man 
to the judgment of Omnipotence to answer the claims of 
justice at that dread tribunal. The criminal who deserves 
death may become penitent and obtain the forgiveness of 
the Supreme Executive of the Universe, if permitted to 
live ; and if the safety of society does not absolutely re- 
quire his death, our Jaws should be so tempered with mercy 
as to let him live till God himself shall deprive him of be- 
ing. Iam aware that religious objections have been 
raised, on the ground of God’s communication to Noah. 
‘ Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed:’ but this sentence I regard as prophetic and not 
perspective. The spirit of the Christian religion is conso- 
nant with mercy. It is repugnant to the best feelings of 
humanity, still more so to the spirit of Christianity, to de- 
stroy human life when it can be safely preserved; and I 
have cherished the hope that all the influence of the reli- 
gious community would be exerted in favor of your object. 
The only inquiry is, whether the safety of society requires 
Capital Punishment. 


The lion and tiger should be encaged, not to punish 
their ferocity, but to prevent its havoc: so the murderer, 
the traitor, and cther criminals should be confined, to pre- 
vent a repetition of other crimes. If this can be done 
with safety, and I see no difficulty in doing it, especially 
in time of peace, they will be harmles to society, and in 
some instances they may become useful. 

Another inquiry arises, what will be the effect of the 
example on others? The experiment has shown that in 
all States having the bloodiest code of laws, the greatest 
number of high crimes are committed. In our own country, 
public executions have ever been scenes of dissipation 
and crime, and this has been so deeply marked that some 
of the States have wisely provided that executions under 
the law shall no more be public. They who witness the 
most inflictions of Capital Punishment, have the least 
fear or dread of becoming its victims. To know that an 
associate in guilt still lives, but lives in a state of 
degraded bondage within the walls of a prison, from 
which there isno hope of deliverance, operates as a more 
continual and salutary warning upon one who is restrain- 
ed upon no higher principle than that of fear, than to 
know that he is dead; for the dead are soon forgotten, 
while the living still live inthe recollection of those who 
have known them. 

But it is not my intention in this short letter to go into 
a full discussion of the subject. I wish only to assure 
you that I am one with you in sentiment, and sincerely 
desirous for ihe success of your undertaking. 

For your kind invitation please accept the tender of my 
grateful acknowledgments. 

I have the honor to be your humble servant, 


RH. M. JOHNSON. 





MEETING FOR THE ABOLITION OF CAPITAL 
PUNISHMENT IN ERIE COUNTY, N. Y. 

The annual meeting of theErie County Society, 
N. Y., for the Abolition of Capital Punishment,wa s 
held at the Court House on Wednesday evening, 
May 6, 1846. Hen. John Galbraith, President of 
the Society, gave a very interesting sketch of the 
progress of this reform in this county, adjoining 
counties, and the State, during the past. year.— 
Showing that during the short time this reform 
has been agitated, about one half of the communi- 
ty have become its decided friends and advocates. 
This was shown by the demonstrations made in 
public meetings held in the different counties ad- 
joining us, and by the vote in the Legislature.— 
Galen Foster, Esq. and others followed the Hon. 
Chairman, showing by a reference to late cases of 
acquittal in capital offences, inthe States of New 
York and Massachusetts, that a due regard to the 
safety of the lives of our fellow citizens (if no oth- 
er motive) must sooner or later induce all consid- 
erate men to unite upon some reform in our criminal 
code which would ensure the public from being 
overrun by murdering men, who by the coneur- 
ring action of our present laws and the present in- 
creasing repugnance to inflict capital punishment, 
are almost quarter yearly allowed to pass the por- 
tals of our Court Houses unwhipt of justice, to 
mingle during the rest of their lives among inno- 
cent men, and to the great hazard of human soci- 








This circumstance has lately so impressed the pub- 
lic press in some of our adjoining States, which 
have hitherto opposed this reform, that they have 
abandoned all hope of safety under the existing 
laws prescribing capital punishment. 

On motion made by G. Foster, Esq., the Presi- 
dent appointed a commitice of three to report ¢an- 
didates for officers in this Society during the com- 
ing year. The chair appointed Galen Foster, Esq., 
Hon. Myron Hutchinson, and O. Spafford, said 
committee. 


The committee reported as follows. 

Hon. John Galbraith, President ; Smith Jack- 
son and Henry Cadwell, Vice Presidents ; Irvin 
Camp, Recording Secretary ; Clark M. Sparren, 
Corresponding Secretary ; Robert Huston, Treas- 
urer, Wm. A. Galbraith, Esq., G. J. Ball, Esq., 
and W. H. Knowlton; Executive Committee. 

The report of the committee was adopted, and 
the gentlemen named were declared unanimously 
elected as officers for the ensuing year. 

On motion of Irvin Camp, Messrs. Camp, Fos- 
ter and O. Spafford were appointed a committee 
to procure a speaker to address the Society on 
capital punishment at its next quarterly meeting. 

On motion made, the Secretary was directed to 
procure the publication of the proceedings of the 
meeting in the papers of the city. ‘The Society 


then adjourned. IRVIN CAMP, Secretary. 





ARRIVAL OF THE BRITANNIA,. 
GREAT MEETING IN EXETER HALL, 
LONDON, FOR THE ABOLITION OF 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


The Britannia, Capt. Hewitt, which left Liv- 
erpool on the 5th, arrived at Boston on the 20th 
inst. We received by this steamer several valua- 
ble publications relating to our cause. We learn 
with great pleasure that an immense meeting has 
been held in Exeter Hall, for the abolition of 
Capital Punishment. The London Morning Ad- 
vertiser of the 30th ult. devotes nearly the whole 
of one of its large, closely printed pages, to the 
proceedings of the meeting and the insertion of 
the speeches that were made on the occasion. li 
says— 

‘ Exeter Hali last evening was the scene of one of the 
most magnificent and gratifying demonstrations ever held 
within the walls of that spacious building. There were 
at least 5000 persons present ata meeting, held for the 
purpose of promoting the abolition of punishment by 
death, 
the proceedings, but long before that time had arrived, 


Six o’clock was the hour named for commencing 


every portion of the Hall was crowded to suffocation; 
and many ladies and gentlemen who take a laudalje in- 
terest in the success of this humane and popular question, 
unable to’ obtain admission, were reluctantly obliged to 
retire, notwithstanding the excellent arrangements made, 
and the great anxiety manifested by every member of 
the Committee, as well as by the Secretaries, to afford. 
every accommodation compatible with the Ilmits of the 
Hall. There was not an inch of standing room left un- 
occupied in the body of the Hall, and all the seats in 
the galleries, principally set apart for ladies to whom 
tickets of admission were issued by the Managing Com- 
mittee, were eagerly claimed immediately after the docre 
had been thrown open. The platform also was densely 
thronged by many well-known and zealous advocates 
for the abolition of capital punishment, among whom 
we recognised several clergymen and dissenting minis- 
ters, and a great number of the Society of Friends. Im- 
mediately around the chair were:-—D. O’Connell, Esq. , 
Lord Nugent, W. J. Fox, Esq.; Rey. Mr. Christmas, 
Rev. Dr. Mortimer, Sergeant Gunning, R. R. R. Moore, 
Samuel Gurney, John Meredith, Esq.; Henry Vincent, 
Esq.; John Wrightson, Esq.; Rev. Dr. Campbell, Rev. 
Dr. Candlish, J. B. Wrightson, Esq.; Edward Gurney, 
Esq.; Rev. H. Christmas, M. A.; J. G. Barclay, Esq. ; 
F. F. Buxton, Esq.; George Alexander, Esq.; John 
Bright, Esq.; and Fred. Rowton and G. Gilpin, Secreta- 
ries. 

Wm. Ewart, Esq., M. P., was called to the chair amid 
prolonged and enthusiastic applause.’ 

The meeting was addressed in the most elo- 
quent manner by William Ewart, M. P.; Lord 
Nugent, John Bright, M. P.; Rev. Dr. Morti- 
mer, Daniel O’Connell, Samuel Gurney, Esq.; 
and others. Interesting letters a.!dressed to the 
meetings by Charles Dickens, Douglas Jerrold, 
and an Indian Chief, were read by the Secretary. 
We should be glad, had we the means, to publish 
the speeches of these distinguished men in a tract, 
and circulate them extensively throughout the 
United States. We shall publish some extracts, 
however, next week, in the Prisoner’s Friend. 





New-Encianp ANTI-SLAVERY ConvENTION. 
The meetings of this body will be continued fo-day 
(Wednesday) at the Melodeon, and to-morrow at Fan- 


Lety from their future violations of human life.— | euil Hall. 
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To Purchasers of Books--and whe are not? 


The state of the world is such, that every cause 
designed to lessen the amount of human ill, is al- 
most always destined to languish, for the want of 
that deep-rooted, that thorough and earnest, and 
that practical consecration to its object, that its 
momentous ends would justify, and imperatively 
need. The removal of suffering is not calculated 
to interest the rich, for ‘not many mighty, not 
many nable are called,’ but ‘the weak’ and feeble, 
as far as gold and silver and bank notes are con- 
cerned, seem to be the ones, upon whom the prin- 
cipal burden of accomplishing so desirable an end 
rests. In the cause, to which a few friends of 
their race have devoted a portion of their atten- 
tion, in order to mitigate the dreadful severity 
which is practised upon the offending guilty, the 
greater part of the labor has devolved upon those 
who were the least able to perform it; but others 
have aided, and much has been accomplished. 
We are not, at this time, intending to call upon 
our friends for donations; but we have a plan in 
view that we think will be of value to the cause, 
which our friends can assist us in carrying out, and 
at the same time nol deprive themselves of any 
thing. The plan we allude to is this: We have 
a large room, which we have arranged so as to 
be occupied as an office for discharged convicts, 
and at the same time enable us to keep an assort- 
ment of Books for sale. Our friends in coming 
to our office, by purhasing of us, will save them- 
selves a good deal of trouble, and at the same 
time will materially assist us in carrying on our 
enterprise. We know of no other means at pres- 
ent to sustain our course but the one we have 
mentioned. We call upon our friends to keep in 
mind this subject, and when they arc about to pur- 
chase books of any kind, to examine those at our 
office, and if they are satisfied that they can obtain 
them as cheap as elsewhere, we would be gratified 
to supply them. The following are a few of the 
Books that we can furnish to any who may feel 
disposed to purchase: 


Combe’s Physiology, 
Do. Phrenology, 
Do. on the Constitution of Man, 
Do. on Diet, ; 
Do. on the Management of Children, 
Memoir of Howard, 
Do.. of Wilberforce, 
Narrative of Frederick Douglass, 
Do. of Father Mathew, 
Do. of Jonothan Walker, 
Upham’s Manual of Peace, 
Dymond on War, 
Reign of Peace, 
Furness’s Sermon at the Installation of Rev. J. T. Sar- 
geant, 
Clarke’s Sermon on the Principles and the Character of 
the Disciples, 
Payyer’s Installation Sermon, 
Channing on Slavery, 
Green’s Exposure of Gambling, 
Do. Gambler’s Mirror, 
Law of Kindness, 
Philosophy of the Water Cure, 
Hand-Book of Hydropathy, 
Facts in Hydropathy, 
Fowler’s Phrenology, 
Fowler on the Church and Religion, 
Do. on Temperance, 
Do. on Matrimony, 
Do. on Tight Lacing, 
Do. on Aid to Memory and Intellectual Improvement, 
Synopsis of Phrenology, 
Phrenologieal Guide, 
Do. Almanack, 
Advice to the Married and Single, 
Suggestions to Lovers and the Married, 
Engravings of Cassius M. Clay, Daniel O’Conneil, Fa- 
ther Mathew, &c. &c. 





GONE TO SEA. 


Last week, a discharged convict left this port in 
a beautiful ship, to be absent five or six months. 
He has seen hard times since he came from prison 
to the office of the Prisoner’s Friend. We have 
obtained food and lodging for him when and 
where we could. For the want of a better place, 
we have sometimes been compelled to lodge him 
ata dram shop, at other times he has slept upon 
the bare floor, and then on settees at the Wash- 
ingtohian Hall, and occasionally at our own dwel- 
ling. Poor ourselves, we are not able to keep 
rooms and beds for this class of sufferers. Were 
we able, we should be glad to do much more for 
them than we now do. Sometimes this poor 
brother has been much discouraged, and has said 
he was almost as willing to go back to prison as to 
be thus treated. We have then tried as well as" 


we could to support and comfort him. But we 


~ 


hope now he will do well. We were much en- 
com when we took leave of him on board the 
ship. We doubt not that should his health be 
preserved, and his life spared, he will return in a 
few months well clothed, a sober man, and a good 
citizen—J. M. s. 








From the Boston Times. 
Arraignment of Albert J. Tirrell. 
MUNICIPAL COURT. 
PRESENT—JUDGE MERRICK. 

Monday, May 18, 1846. 

The Court came in this morning at 10 o’clock, 
and the first business in order was thevery unexpec- 
ted act of the arraignment of Arzert J. TrrreLe 
for tha crime of Adultery. There were compar- 
atively speaking but few persons in Court—the 
preliminaries of the arraignment having been quite 
secretly arranged by the authorities, so as to avoid 
the usual crowd on such occasions, or from some 
other cause. We had therefore no repetition of 
the scenes of the late trial of the prisoner for mur- 
der, which gave the Court and its purlieus very 
much the appearance of a Camp Meeting. The 
prisoner looks tolerably well on the occasion, but 
somewhat paler since his late trial. He has suffer- 
ed his long incarceration, however, evidently with 
much patience and quiet of mind. He was ar- 
raigned on the present occasion, a few minutes 
past 10 o’clock, and pleaded to the indictment in a 
calm, and subdued manner. His propriety of de- 
portment was the subject of much favorable re- 
mark, ‘The indictment, the reading of which was 
waived by the prisoner, contains five counts against 
him, to which he pleaded Nolo contendere as to 
the two first, and Not Guilty as to the remainder. 
The two first crimes are the substantial counts, 
being for the crimes of Adultery and Lascivious 
cohabitation, with a punishment on each offence 
of three years in the State Prison, and the remain- 
ing three counts are mere different shadings of the 
same substantive charges. 


The case was continued to the next term of this 
Court for sentence—Mr. Parker making the an- 
nouncement that after sentence shall have been 
given by the Court, he shall enter a Nol Pros. on 
the remaining three counts, as the averments were 
generally embraced or anticipated by those in the 
first and second counts, and in doing this he thought 
he would be subserving the cause of public justice. 
We have no doubt of this at all, as the punishment 
of the offences, to which he has pleaded Nolo 
Contendere, is, in the aggregate, six years in the 
State Prison. The recognizance of the prisoner 
| for his appearance at the next term was fixed at 
$1500. ‘Tirre!l was brought in on Habeas Cor- 


pus. 


Capital Purishment—Mr. Rantou!’s Letters. 


A friend has received a letter from Burlington, 
lowa, under date of April 10th, from which, with 
his consent, we make the extract below. It con- 
tains some items of news, and, as will be seen, pays 
a just tribute to Mr. Rantoul’s admirable series of 
Letters on Capital Punishnent, which were pub- 
lished in this paper some time since, and been cop- 
ied extensively in all parts of the Union: 


‘I received Mr. Rantoul’s letters on the subject 
of capital punishment, which you was kind enough 
to send me. His statistics are very satisfactory, 
and he deserves, as he will doubtless receive, the 
approbation of every liberal-minded man, for the 
efforts he is making for the cause of humanity. 

A poor idiotic fellow was judicially murdered 
last Saturday in Van Buren county. He was tried 
three weeks before. A citizen of that county, who 
was present at the irial and heard him sentenced, 
went home, and the next day shot his neighbor in 
a quarrel about some trifling matter. So much 
for the example. 

You no doubt saw an account of the Anti-Death 
Penalty Socicty, formed at the last term of our 
Supreme Court. It includes every prominent 
man in the Territory—and the punishment of death 
is sure to be abolished here within two years.— 
Three fourths of all the people here are in favor 
of its abolition.’ 

In this connection, we copy the following frem 
the Cincinnati Enquirer, edited by FE. Case, Jr., 
Esq. 

‘We have commenced the publication of a se- 
ries of communications, (consisting of seven in 
number,) from the pen of Robert Rantoul, Jr., 
upon the subject of capital pupishment, addressed 
to the Governor and Legislature of Massachusetts, 
during their late session. Mr. Rantoul is an able 
man, and has devoted much time to the subject of 
capital punishment. Perhaps no man in the na- 





tion understands it better, or is more capable of 
presenting it fairly and properly to the eandid 
and reflecting mind. 

These letters abound with statistics and facts 
worthy the attention of politicians, philanthropists 
and Christians, and we earnestly commend their 
careful perusal to our readers.—Boston Times. 








‘Exp or tue Worto.’—This painting, now 
on exhibition at Horticultural Hall in School-st., 
is one of the most wonderful specimens of art 
that we have ever seen. We advise all the true 
lovers of painting to examine it. It will amply 
repay them for their trouble. The colors are 
beautifully and richly mingled. ‘The various fig- 
ures are drawn to the life. Portions of the pic- 
ture have an excellent moral bearing, particularly 
where licentiousness and sensuality are represent- 
ed. We understand that the painting was visited 
by 30,000 persons in Philadelphia. 





HYMN 
Sung at the funeral of Rev. Charles T. Torrey, on the 


Park-street Church, as inadvertently stated by us. 


Go to the grave in all thy glorious prime, 
In full activity of zeal and power; 
A Christian cannot die before his time; 
The Lord’s appointment is the servant’s hour. 


Go to the grave; at noon from labor cease ; 
Rest on thy sheaves; thy harvest task is done; 
Come from the field of battle, and in peace; 
Soldier, go home; with thee the fight is won. 


Go to the grave ;—from prison walls released! 
Where tyrants bound thee, for thy work of love! 
Thy sufferings ended, for the poor oppressed, 
Go up and rest thee with thy Lord above. 


Go to the grave: no: take thy seat on high, 
Near Mercy’s throne, where tyrants never come; 
Let thy pure spirit bask in love and joy, ‘ 
And dwell forever with thy Lord at home. 





The Times says the funeral services of Mr. Torrey 
were very exciting. It is a pity they could not have ex- 
cited the editor of the Times, who is a very amiable de- 
mocrat, to something more manly than to lalk about the 
«crime of abducting slaves.’ It is quite enough in any 
atitude to call it an ‘ mdiscretion.’—Chronolype. 





LovrstaANna.—CapiraL PunIsHMENT.—The Lou- 
isiana House of Representatives on the 6th, discussed a 
bill to abolish public executions ; and passed it by a vote 
of 38 to 24. 
of strangling to death was discussed and withdrawn as 


A substitute proposing the entire abolition 





‘not consistent with the main proposition. An attempt 


'was made to have slaves hung in the old way, but defeat- 
ed, 38 to 25. 


Eicgut SLAveEs EMANcIPATED.—John QO. Wattles 
' of Cincinnati, has the following in a recent number of his 
Herald of Progression:— 


‘Ex ancrpation.—A good brother from near New 


O;leans, by the name of Sorrel, is now by my side, who, 


sold his possessions, brought his slaves, eight in number, 
to this State, and knocked of their shickles and joined 
| with them in songs of Jubilee. And he has not only set 


'them free, but he has bought for them a farm ; and more 
! 


than that, he expects to settle with them and see that 
they get along ; and not only in pecuniary matters, but 


also in education, and be to them a friend and adviser.’ 


Tue Heart anv THF Mass,—‘ Our first aim,’ said 
Luther, ‘ must be to win the Heart, and to this end we 
must preach the Gospel. Then we shall find the word 
impressing one te-day, another the next day, and the re- 
sult will be, that each one will draw from the mass, and 
cease to receive it. God does more by the simple power 
of his word, than you and I can effect by all our etlorts 
put together. 
al! is won.’ 
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RECEIPTS. 
J. Bayley, Salem, Ohio, $1 00 
F. Dwight Mellen, for Tracts, 48 
J. B. Williamson, Lime Mills, 1 00 
W. W. Hibbard, Michigan, 1 00 
A. C. Hartley, Falls, Wyoming, 1 00 
R. W. Henshaw, Attleboro,’ 1 00 
Geo. Stanley, do. 1 00 
John M. Walcott, North Attleboro’, 0 00 
George Fieid, do. 0 50 
J. A. Briggs, do. 0 50 
S. G. Stanton, do. 0 50 
Dr. Joseph Hatch, do. 0 50 
| Miss C. Sweetland, do. 0 50 
J. F. Guild, do. 0 25 
Sarah P. Smith, Warren, R. I., 1 00 
DONATIONS. 
Mrs. Hastford, $1 00 
F. W. Holland, Rochester, 4 00 
E. D. Mellen, 0 52 
Mr. Upham, Canton, 0 50 
B. Brigham, Bosten, 5 00 
Mrs. Rice, Worcester, 0 25 
J. Chapin - 0 25 





18th, which took place at Tremont Temple, and not at 


‘having come to the conclusion that the slave isaman,has| @& 


God arrests the heart, and that being taken, 
| 


J. Barton, East Waddam, €t., 0 50 
G. B. Congdon, New Londen, €t., 0 50 
. P. Douglass, a 0 00 
Dr. Rogers, Norwich, Ct., 0 25 
G Crowell, 0 25 


Kev. J. Prince, Danvers, one Composing Stick. 


For Discharged Convicts. 
W. O. Haskell, Settee for office. 
Mrs. Adams, South Boston, several articles of clothing. 
lor the Anti-Capital Punishment Society. 
J. A. Andrew, $3 00 











FREE MEETING. 

A Free Meeting will be held at Hall 3839 Washington- 
street, on Sunday forenoon next, commencing at 10 0’- 
clock. ‘The object of the meeting is Social and Mental 
Improyement. All persons are respectfully invited to 
attend, and take part in the proceedings. 





EMPLOYMENT WANTED. 


A prisoner, who has just been discharged, would 
be glad of employment. He has signed the pledge, and 
appears well disposed. He says he would be willing to 
do either of the following things:—1. To serve in a 
family. 2. To attend in a hospital. 3. To be a steers- 
man ina ferry boat. He is about 37 years of age. We 
trust the humane will find a place for this friend. Let 
us hear immediately. 








A STORE-KEFPER. 


A man who is well qualified to keep a grocery store, 
or a boot and shoe store, wishes to be employed. He 
is about 30 years of age. He has been the agent of 
others who have been much worse than himself. He 
will doubtless do well. , 





EMPLOYMENT WANTED. 


A man wishes employment in a private family, or a 
boarding-house. He has signed the temperance pledge, 
and is determined to do well. We is a smart man, and 
is about 30 years of age. He is willing to make him- 
self useful in any honest way. 


HANDCART WANTED. 


A person who has just been discharged from prison, 
wishes to obtain an honest living by drawing a handcart. 
Ife is so poor that he is not able to purchase a cart. 
Will some person lend him one? Here is an excellent 
opportunity of doing good. Will some one improve it? 


A FARMER AND SHOEMAKER. 


An unusually active eolored man, who would like to 
work on a farm in summer, and at shoemaking in win- 
ter, will want employment the 17th of June. He isa 
good workman. 








REFUGE OF VIOLENCE. 


‘Por HE HATH LOOKED DOWN FROM THE HEIGHT OF HIS SANC- 
TUARY} FROM HEAVEN DID THE LORD BEHOLD THE EARTH, TO 
HEAR THE GROANING OF THE PRISONER} TO LOOSE THOSE THAT 
ARE APPOINTED TO DEATH.—-Bibdle. 
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UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH! 





| VIRGINIA! Honrer Hirt, for the murder of 
| Major Smith, at Norfolk. Respited till 7th of 
February, 1847. 

| ARKANSAS! Martin, for the murder of his 
| sister-in-law; time of execution unknown, 
NEW-YORK! Titvet, for the, murder of 
| John Covert at Whitehall. ‘Time of execution 
| not known. 

| KENTUCKY! Joun W. Parken, of Scrub 
| Grass, for the ynurder of his wife. Time of ex- 
| ecution not known, 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE! Awnprew Howarp, 
| for the murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept. 19, 1843, 
| Time of execution, July 8, 1846. 

| CONNECTICUT! Anprew P. Porter, for 
| the murder of Lucius P. Osborn, last February. 
To be hung July 3, 1846. 

MARYLAND! Ww». Waueeter, aslave, for 
engaging in an insurrection; time of execution 
unknown. 

UNITED STATES! Base, the pirate ; now 
confined in the Tombs, N, ¥. City. ‘The. time 
of execution is fixed by the President on the first 
Friday of June, 1846. 

VERMONT! Exrcexe Currrorp, for the 
murder of his wife and child ; time of execution 
not fixed. 

LOUISIANA! Samven Kenwepy, for the 
murder of Benjamin W. Wait, in New-Orleans ; 
time of execution not appointed. 

MAINE! ‘Tuomas Torn, for murder; now 
confined at hard labor in the State Prison: time of 
| execution not fixed, 





ILLINOIS! Anoxnzo Penninetor, for the 
ee gd of Simon Davis. Time of execution not 
fixed. 
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PRISONER’S FRIEND: 
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A Treasure. 


We have received a Valuable collection of fugi- 


tive poetry in’ manuscript, the production of an. 


inmate of one of our Penitentiaries, composed 
while in confinement. ‘The author is the same 
gifted bard, whose productions, copied from oth- 
er publications, have graced our columns in sev- 
eral instances, recently, and we are now happy 
to have him make the Prisoner’s Friend the me- 
dium for presenting his smooth flowing numbers 
to the public. ‘To my Sister on her Birth-Day,’ 
and ‘ The Conviet to his Bible,’ are the pieces to 
which we allude as having been published by us. 
If this ‘prisoner’s harp’ could send forth such 
melodious strains when its vibrations were clog- 
ged by the pestilential air of the narrow and 
desolate cell, what may we not expect of it when 
enjoying the free air of heaven! Will not its 
music be truly Holian? The following is appro- 
priate to the season, though not the best speci- 
men of the collection. The ‘ Prisoner’s Harp’ 
is the most appropriate department of our paper 
in which to place it, but that was occupied prior 
to receiving it. We congratulate this gifted 
though unfortunate brother on his restoration to 
freedom, and trust he will use his liberty for the 
promotion of that cause which has arisen at the 
call of the voice‘of Humanity, for the benefit of 
that long neglected class of which he once formed 
one: and perhaps he can not do this more efficient- 
ly than by the frequent exercise of his pen in 
their behalf. The cruel prejudices of community 
are strong, and need all the talent of genius and 
all the device of goodness for their removal. 
But we cease our dull prose, and Jet the sweet 
numbers of our poet flow in all their captivating 
melody :—Eds. Prisoner’s Friend. 


THE BEAUTIES OF MAY. 


How pleasant it is through the valleys to ramble, 
When Spring is arrayed in her robe of May-green, 

When elgantine, rose-bush, and each little bramble, 
Enamel’d in beauty before us are seen: 


When birds with their mates in the branches are courting, 
And breathing the language of love in their ear, 

When snipes by the swamp-flags and rushes are sporting, 
And lap-wings by each little streamlet appear: 


When linnets are singing on breeze-rocking bushes, 
And goldfinches dance on the white-blossom’d thorn, 
When woodlands are vocal with blackbirds and thrushes, 

And dells sweetly echo the music of morn: 


When newly-born lambs at the foot of the mountain, 
With their mothers on moss-cover’d couch are reclined, 
Or feasting themselves at the milk-gushing fountain, 
For infant existence by nature design’d: 


When daisies with dew-drops all lucidly tremble, 
Like some maiden’s bosom with silver-beads laid, 

As she longs to reveal, yet inclines to dissemble, 
And hide the impression her lover has made: 


When rosy-cheek’d lasses with light step are ganging, 
O’er meadows with milking-pails hung on their arm, 
Their ringlets so nice down their necks loosely hanging, 

And song sweet enough the deaf adder to charm: 


When bees on the lilies and blue-bells are sitting, 
O’erloading themselves with a nectar so mild, 
When butterflies gaudily painted are flittling, 
In high air, the sport of the school-boy and child: 


When faschias hang their vermilion petals, 
And hiletropes court the meridian ray, 

When lady-birds, buzzards, and bright diamond beetles, 
On rich verdant carpets transportedly play: 


’ Tis then I behold with profusion befofe me, 
Which baffles my every attempt to describe, 
The proof that the eye of an Unseen is o’er me, 
Who watches the most insignificant tribe: 


That nothing’s too mean for that eye to pass over, 
No object on earth too minute for his care, 

That insects too small for mankind to discover, 
Alike in his love and his guardianship share. 


The wild wreaths that grow by the lowly built dwelling, 
The woodbine that tarns round the casement and door, 
Are all in their way unassumingly telling, 
God has not forgotten the humble and poor. 


Does earth hold the being, so shrouded in blindness, 
So blighted by man’s irreversible curse, 

As not to be touch’d by an impress of kindness, 
Which brute animation seems glad to rehearse ? 


O then let us bow in devout adoration, 
And hallow with carrols the upland and grove, 
Let’s offer the faithful, the heart-felt oblation, 
Of holy respect to a God who is Love. 


MISCELLANY. 





— — _—_———— 
Effects of Kindness. 


I am almost convinced, that there never yet was 
an instance in which kindness has been fairly exer- 
_cised, but that it has subdued the enmity opposed 
to it. Its first effort may not succeed, any more 
than one shower of rain can reclaim the burning 
‘desert ; but let it repeatedly shed the dew of its 
holy influence upon the revengeful soul, and it will 
jsoon become beautiful with every flower of ten- 
derness. Let any person put the question to his 
| soul, whether, under any circumstances, he can de- 
| liberately resist continued kindness? And a voice 
of affection will answer, that good is omnipotent 
in overcoming evil. If the angry and revengeful 
person would only govern his passions, and light 
the lamp of affection in his heart, that it might 
stream out in his features and actions, he would 
soon discover a wide difference in his communion 
with the world. The gentle would no longer 
avoid him: friends would not approach him with 
dread ; children would no longer shrink from him 
with frown ; he would find that his kindness wins 
all by its smile, giving them confidence and secu- 
ring their friendship. 








Unprofessional Benevolence. 


A remarkable anecdote is related in Hood’s 
Magazine of a well-known barrister who had _ re- 
ceived a brief at one of the metropolitan courts to 
defend a prisoner. In examining into the case, 
the lawyer accidentally heard that the mother of the 
prisoner, in order to defray the expenses of the trial, 
had pledged her only bed and wedding ring, and 
made other sacrifices, which left her destitute of 
the means of returning home at a distance in 
the country. He-sent for her privately, and finding 
on inquiry that such was the fact, he immediately 
handed back the guinea received from her agent, 
and thus enabled an aged woman to ride, when 
she must otherwise have walked. This act of 
generosity coming to the ears of one of the leaders, 
he spoke to the barrister on the subject, assuring 
him that he had done wrong, inasmuch as such 
conduct was unprofessional ! 





‘Foreign Paupers.’ 


No reader of a class of newspaper organs which 
has sprung up in this country within the last two 
or three years, could have failed to observe that 
they have played the tune of ‘ Foreign Paupers,’ 
until it has become utterly intolerable to all, save 
the more fanatical of the partisans of the Native 
school. It is time to strike up a quite different 
tune—such an one as shall breathe the spirit of 
love to all mankind, of whatever class or condi- 
tion, without regard to the accident of foreign 
birth. We therefore commend to the more rea- 
sonable members of the proscriptive class of poli- 
ticians under notice, the following touching story, 
which is told by the New York correspondent of 
the Washington Union: 

My friend and neighbor—a medical man—has 
an Irish servant-girl called Mary, who has only 
been in the country about four months. She is a 
hard-working and kind-hearted creature. She call- 
ed on me yesterday to ask a favor, which was 
conducted something after the following fashion. 

‘ Good morning to your honor.’ 

‘Good morning, Mary ; how are all at home?’ 

‘All well, I give your honor thanks, but I’ve 
just called after asking a favor, if ’m not intrud- 
ing upon yer honor.’ 

‘ Not at all, Mary. What is it I can do for 
you?? 

* Well, the doctor says you sometimes write to 
the old country, and I wish to know if your honor 
cannot put me in the way jist after sending a little 
money to my poor little brothers in Ireland ?’ 

‘Certainly Ican. How much do you want to 
send, Mary?’ , 

‘ May it please your honor, by hard work, I 
have just saved £3 or $15. I have two poor little 
brothers in the poor-house in Ireland, between 
the ages of 7and 9 years. The living is very 
poor for the poor boys, who’ve no mother or fath- 
er. I hear potatoes will be very scarce in the 
old country this winter ; I am afraid they’ll suffer 
for something to eat and to warm them, when the 
weather gets cold. I wish to send them this mon- 


them comfortable.’ 

‘I shall be most happy, Mary, to get a’ draft on 
a good house in Liverpool ; who will see that the 
money you entrust to me shall be honestly and 
faithfully applied as you wish. And more than 
this, though I am poor myself, Twill adda small 





ey to take them from the poor-house, and make | 


trifle to the amount, which may help the boys to 
be more comfortable.’ 

‘Oh! your honor is very good, and I don’t know 
how to thank you enough. I know your honor 
means all right ; but whatis a draft?’ 

‘It is this: we pay a good man in New York 
our money, who is an agent for, or a partner in a 
good house in Liverpool. He then gives us an 
order on his house in England, payable to your 
friends in Ireland. When it is received, your 
friends are informed of it by mail. They then 
tell the Liverpool house to remit to them, or their 
mercantile friends in Ireland, when they duly re- 
ceive it. This issafer than sending the gold; be- 
cause if one draftis lost, we can get another; when 
if the money should be lost, it would be gone for- 
ever.’ 

‘Oh! bless your honor, I jist see how itis. A 
thousand thanks to you. Here’s the £8, and I'd 
jist wish you to do with it as you would for your 
own relations.’ 

* Certainly I will, Mary.’ 

* A thousand blessings on your honor. I must 
be away after my work. Good morning, sir.’ 

‘Good morning, Mary.’ 

This poor woman had worked hard ever since 
she landed in New York, in a servile situation ; 
stinting herself in everything not absolutely neces- 
sary for her comfort, in order to lay by this small 
sum of money, to be sent out to her poor orphan 
brothers, confined in a work-house or poor-house. 
Her simple story was very affecting. 

I have no doubt there are many such thus toil- 
ing and struggling in New York to earn a pittance, 
which they freely divide with their poor friends 
left in Ireland. 

Now is it probable that this noble spirited Irish 


tive organs, was ‘emptied upon our shores’ from 
the same alms-house which still contains her ‘two 
poor brothers?’ And who shall say that they 
may not yet rank among the most thrifty and hon- 
orable of our land? Let us not despise even the ‘for- 
eign pauper’—no, not even the ‘ foreign criminal! ° 
—but welcome him to our wide-spread territory, 
ever cherishing the lesson taught by the above 
touching picture of the trials of virtuons poverty 
and of the beautiful play of a sister’s love. 





From the Lowell Vox Populi. 
A Fable. 


We intimated last week that we should again 
refer to the lecture delivered last week before the 
Institute, by Rev. Turoporr Parxer. We now 
propose to give a fable, which Mr. Parker used to 
illustrate one part of his lecture. It is needless to 
add, by way of explanation, anything further than 
that he was speaking of the present religious com- 
motions and controversies of all civilized countries 
—the cutting up into sects, parties and cliques ; 
and endeavoring to illustrate the absurdity of the 
whole thing. If he did not hit the nail on the head, 
we are no judge,—But now for the fable: 

‘The distant but extensive island of Neekoo was 
inhabited by a large civilized population, divided 
into two classes, the people and the priests. The 
priests for many generations had taught the peo- 
ple that everlasting life and death depended en- 
tirely on the following ceremonies, viz: each one 
must go to the temple, knee] down before the priest, 
who would proceed solemnly to tie a red silk 
string around the last joint of the little finger of 
the left hand, at the same time saying over words 
that meant nothing ; the subject must then arise, 
and openly avow his belief that all squares are 
circles ; and all circles are squares. So long as 
he rigidly maintained this belief as to the circles, 
and the efficacy of the red string, he was safe ; if 
his reason or conscience chided him for such ab- 
surdity, he was told by the priests to have faith— 
his doubts were nothing but rank heresy. At 
length, some one boider than the others, dared to 
raise the question why a white silk string might 
not be just as efficacious as a red one; and why 
tied around any other joint might not do as well 
as the little one of the left hand. Others differed 
as to the length of the string to be used—some be- 
lieved in using just enough to reach around the 
finger, and no more—others wanted a yard or two 
for knots and bows, so that they could ‘ cut a dash’ 
at the corners of the streets, where they might be 
seen of men. Some began, in process of time, to 
‘doubt that at circles were squares—but a part 
| only ; and these ‘by faith, and not sight.’ 

‘ In consequence of these things, the inhabitants 
of the island became divided into sects, denomina- 
tions, parties, cliques, and clans—each waging 
war upon the other, and each declaring eternal sal- 
vation depended solely upon his own construction 





girl, to adopt the stereotyped language of the Na- | 





of the er tent and efficacy of the red string, and 
squareness of the circle. The Nekoo islandsrs, 
therefore, spent most of their time and talents in 
calumniating and fighting their neighbors on these 
points, to the great and almost total neglect of ey- 
ery useful employment and good work.’ 














VARIETY. 





‘THe Parponmuvc Power.’—The Secretary of 
State, in obedience to a Resolution of the Assembly, re- 
ports the following number of Pardons from the State 
Prisons for 6 years : 

In 1840 by Gov. Seward 55 | In 1843 by Gov. Bouck, 88 
In 1841" « “ 69] In 1844 « 85 
In 1842 ¢ «© 95 | In 1845 by Gov. Wright, 95 

PrintTeRs.—N. P. Willis, Benjamin Franklin, Hon, 
Isaac Hill, Hon. Samuel T. Armstrong, Hon. Luther Sey- 
erance, Hon. Edmund Burke, Commissioner of patents, 
and Senators Niles, and Cameron, have all been prin- 
ters. 


The less notice we take of the unkindness and injuries 
done to us, the more we consult the quiet of our minds. 


Demosthenes being asked by what means he had made 
such progress in eloquence, replied, ‘ By consuming more 
oil than wine.’ 

The battlefield is a theatre of immense cost, for the 
exhibition of crime upon a grand scale. 


The King of Wirtemberg’s library at Sturgard, though 
formed within the last eighty years, contains upwards of 
150,000 volumes. It is rich in early printed books, and 
the eollection of Bibles is unique in Europe. It had, in 
1814, 9,000, and 3,000 more were requisite to complete 
the editions. 

The Christian Citizen states that the mercantile ship 
ping of the civilized world amounts to about 8,000,000 
tons ; which is' worth, new and old, $30 per ton ; and 
nets, clear of expenses, interest and insurance, 10 per 
cent, or $24,000,000 per annum. 
the British Navy, for current year, is $33,620,260! 


‘The appropriation to 


Pythagoras gave this excelient precept—Choose always 
the way that seems best, how rough soever it be. Cus- 
tom will render it easy and agreeable. 


‘The eminent Dr. Wolfi has drawn up a petition, to be 
presented to Parliament, praying for pecuniary aid, that 
he might liquidate the debt he contracted while he was 
on his mission to India. It will be remembered that he 
was imprisoned in Persia for debt, and that a Capt. Gro- 
ver advanced the money for his liberation. It is to repay 
this that he solicits the assistance of Parliament. 


Looking the tiger steadily in the eye will cause him to 
quail before you. So difficulties steadily looked in the 
face and energetically met, will vanish. 

There are said to be 623,000 females receiving their 
education in French convents. 

A woman in Berlin, Prussia, aged 103, lately married 
a youth of 70! The bride had one son, a lad of 80. 





BOOKS ON CAPITAL: PUNISH- 
MENT. 

HAVING opened an office (40 Cornhill) we »can 

now meet the wants of our friends in regard to 

works on Capital Punishment. We have a few pamph- 

lets und larger works for sale, some of which are from 

England. Should the friends of the cause extend to us 

some little encouragement in this way, we could afiord tu 

print a variety of tracts. We trust they will call and ex- 
amine for themselves. The following is a list : 

Essays on Capital Punishment. By Charles Spear 
Price 62 1-2 cents. 

Irremediability of Capital Punishment. Price 4 cents. 

Thoughts on the Death-Penalty. By Charles C. Bur- 
leigh. Price 25 cts. 

A Report on the Punishment of Death, made to the Leg- 
islature of the State of New-York. By John L 
O’Sullivan. 1841. Price 75 cents. 

Three Discourses on Capital Punishment. By FE. H 
Chapin. 1843. Price 12 1-2 cents. 

Punishment of Death proved to be unlawful, in a let- 
ter to the Marquis of Northampton. By John Pel! 
London. 1835. Price 6 cents. 

Sacredness of Human Life; a letter addressed to the in- 
cumbent of St. James’s, Sheffield, on Capital Punish- 
ment. By Samuel Roberts. London. 1841. Price 6 cts 

Report relating to Capital Punishment, to the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts. By Robert Rantoul, Esq 
1835. Price 25 cents. 

Letters on the Death-Penalty. addressed to his Excellen- 
cy Gov. Briggs, and the Members of the Massachusetts 
Legislature. Price 6 cents. 


URES EE OS 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 


Isaac Austin, Nantucket. Post Master, Danvers. 
T. A. Smith, Annisquam. John Bailey, New-Bedford 
Benj. Spinney, ‘Taunton. H. Bates, Norton. 
Capt. C.Goodspeed, Hyannis, G. Higgins, P. M.Brewster 
8. Higgins, Orleans Rev. Mr. Clark, ‘Truro. 
Noah Jackman, Attleboro.’ J.S. Hammond, Marbleh’d 
M. Polly, Leominster. J. A. Waite, Hubbardston. 
Nathan Wyman, Woburn, Hiram A. Morse, Holliston. 
Rev. Wm. Coe, E. Medway. E. K. Whitaker, Needham 
Darius Smith, Weymouth. 
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Leonard Chase, Milford. E. K. Rowell, Manchester. 
Rufus Merrill, Concord. Rev. I. Thompson, Halifax 
RHODE-ISLAND. 
Rev. B. Taylor, Providence. 
VERMONT. 
Rev. Mr. Sanborn, Barre. _ Eli Ballou, Montpelier. 
Haskell& Palmer, Woodstock. Dr. Spaulding, Brattleboro’ 








